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SESSION ONE: INTRODUCTION AND COURSE DESCRIPTION OVERVIEW

I. Definition

a. “How to read the Bible”

b. “How to properly interpret the bible”

c. “The method one has of Biblical interpretation”

II. Why is hermeneutic important?

a. With a proper interpretation, you can know what the Scripture says

b. You can have the right method to protect you from misinterpretation

i.  Be sober with this instruction: “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.” (2Timothy 2:15)

III. Course Overview

a. Hermeneutic in the context of Systematic Theology

i. When one learns how to read the Bible, they desire to know what the Bible really teaches

1. In this sense, there is a relationship between theology and hermeneutics

2. This presupposes that the Bible should be the source and authority to be read.

a. How should we study theology? This is the topic of Session Two 
b. Foundational Biblical Doctrines for Hermeneutics
i. The Bible as God’s special written revelation

1. This is the topic of Session Three

ii. Is the Bible the authoritative source for theology?

1. Does the Bible teaches that the Bible is authoritative for theological truths?

a. This is the topic of Session Four

2. Does that mean that the Bible is without error?
a. Ramification of this doctrine in the areas of Hermeneutics is explored in Session Five

iii. Is their clarity in the Bible to even interpret it?
1. This is the topic of Session Six
c. Principles in interpreting Scripture
i. Principles of personal and ethical criteria of studying theology is the topic in session seven

ii. A critical pivotal point for hermeneutics is the issue of the importance of words and grammar

1. This is the topic of session eight

iii. Interpretation in light of Context
1. Immediate context- this is the topic in session nine

2. Chapter and Book context- this is the topic in session ten

3. Entirety of the Bible context- this is the topic in session eleven

d. Hermeneutics and the relationship with other discipline
i. Hermeneutics has a relationship with Systematic Theology

ii. Hermeneutics has a relationship with other disciplines involving natural revelation
1. This is explored in the session twelve

iii. Hermeneutics has a relationship with Apologetics

1. This is explored in session thirteen

e. Examples of Hermeneutics in Action
i. Session Fourteen gives a case study of hermeneutics in action in regards to Scripture twisting concerning Old  Covenant laws

ii. Session Fifteen gives a case study of hermeneutics in action in regards to Scripture twisting concerning a believer’s eternal security
SESSION TWO: HOW SHOULD WE STUDY THEOLOGY?
(ISSUES OF SOURCE AND AUTHORITY)

I. If we are to study God, where should we begin from?

a. This is a question of the source of our theology

a. What is our reference point?  In other words, where do we look to in developing our theology?

b. This also has to do with the issue of authority

1. This will be further developed in the Section on Biblical Authority

II. Do we look within us for theological truths?

a. This is subjectivism: Truth is determined by what’s dictated by the person

b. Forms of subjectivism: Feelings, some forms of arguments from intuition, looking within, etc.

c. Response

1. The problem of Sin

a. Sin effects an individual’s understanding of God: “There is no one righteous, not even one one who understands, no one who seeks God.” (Romans 3:10)

i. Therefore, since no one understands, this poses a problem of man being the origin of theological truth..

2. The problem of Relativism

a. What one person believes or feels is different than another person

3. There is no basis to critique other’s theology if truth is based upon each individual

4. This is relegating theology to autobiography

a. EXAMPLE: Jesus Seminar Dominic Crossan’s Jesus looks like him, etc

b. Truth on the basis of individual opinion alone is unreliable 

5. Theological truths are then nothing more than preferences

a. The value of the doctrine of Incarnation or the doctrine of errancy of Scripture is the same as liking or not liking strawberry ice cream

b. Theological system are now nothing more than fashion statement

6. SUMMARY: Subjectivism is not a sufficient foundation for theology.  We must look beyond the subjective.

III. Do we look at what the majority thinks?

a. Having more individuals will not avoid the problems of subjectivism

a. As seen above, individuals are unreliable for the foundation of truth in theology- Adding more individuals will not be the solution but making it worst. 

b. The Biblical case against theology by majority rule

a. We have biblical example of why the majority is not necessarily the source of truth and wisdom:

1. See Exodus 32:1-10

b. We must also remember that people want their ears itch

1. Remember: “For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.” (2Timothy 4:3)

IV. We should Study Systematic Theology from God Directly: The Word of God

a. The Bible is the Word of God, and He reveals himself in it

a. The only way we can know of God is what He has revealed to us

SESSION THREE: THE DOCTRINE OF SPECIAL REVELATION

I. Definition of Special Revelation

a. “God’s words addressed to specific people, including the words of the Bible.”

b. “Special revelation involves a narrower focus than general revelation and is restricted to Jesus Christ and the Scriptures.”

c. Some form of supernatural way in which God discloses himself (Prophets
, Bible, visions and dreams)

i. “He said, ‘Listen to my words: “When a prophet of the LORD is among you, I reveal myself to him in visions, I speak to him in Dreams” (Numbers12:6)

1. Lest someone gets arrogant and think they are a prophet of God, look at the context of Numbers 12.

d. Revelation of God that comes in propositional (verbal or written) form.

II. Types of Special revelation

a. Jesus Christ

i. Jesus reveals God

1. “No one has ever seen God, but God the one and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made him known.” (John 1:18)
ii. Jesus is himself God revealed in Human form

1. “For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form” (Colossians 2:9)

iii. God speaks to us through Jesus
1. “In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heirs of all things, and through whom he has made the universe.” (Hebrews 1:1-2)

iv. The revelation of Christ also limits Special revelation through the means of Prophets (who’s content is revealed to him through visions and Dreams, cf. Numbers 12:6)

1. Note that Hebrews 1:1-2 states in the past God spoke through prophets but in “these last days he has spoken to us by His Son”
b. Scripture

i. Scripture reveals teachings from God

1. “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness” (2Timothy 3:16)

a. Its because there is teachings from God in the Scriptures that one can have the content that is “useful for teaching”
ii. God is in control of what Scriptural prophecies reveals

1. “Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation.  For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.” (2Peter 1:20-1)

iii. Scripture reveals the gospel to all the nations

1. “…But now revealed and made known through the prophetic writings by the command of the eternal God, so that all nations might believe and obey him” (Romans 16:26)

a. Notice that this verse mentioned that prophetic writings are revealed “so that all nations might believe Him”

iv. The revelation of Scripture also further limits additions to Scriptural revelation

1. “I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds anything to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book.” (Revelation 22:18)

III. Relationship of Special Revelation with General Revelation

a. Special Revelation reinforces the truth found in General Revelation 

i. Analogy of the Traffic Signs and the Traffic Officer

1. Sometime in a busy intersection we see not only the traffic signal but also a traffic officer.  Both of these give us information in different forms.

a. Traffic signal is like General Revelation and the officer’s verbal/motion signaling is like Special Revelation.

i. If you violate just the General revelation (traffic signal), it is sufficient enough to get you in trouble already.

1. Yet Scripture (traffic officer) provides further instruction and warning for the benefit of man (driver)

a. In this sense, Special revelation (traffic officer) reinforces the truth in General revelation (traffic signal)

b. Special Revelation provides us the interpretative principles to interpret General Revelation 

i. Man have always needed the lens provided in Special Revelation to interpret Natural Revelation

1. Man’s need for Special Revelation before the Fall

a. “And the LORD God commanded the man, ‘You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die’.” (Genesis 2:17)

i. This was before the fall, and God’s Word was important than as it is now.

b. Genesis 3 shows the magnitude of disobedience to Special Revelation and interpreting General Revelation contrary to Special Revelation

2. Man’s need for Special Revelation after the Fall

a. NOTE: The problem is not that General Revelation is unclear but since the effect of sin man misinterprets and/or suppresses the truth

b. If there was a need for Special Revelation before the fall, how much more so because of sin’s effect in misinterpreting General Revelation

i. “We cannot understand natural revelation without distortion, unless we view it biblically.”

ii. “Being a sinner, man will not read nature aright unless he does it in the light of Scripture.”

ii. There are no such thing as non-interpreted facts
, therefore Special Revelation is the lens that pattern General Revelation

c. General Revelation points to the need of Special Revelation

i. The relationship between the Conscience and the Gospel

1. The Conscience is part of General Revelation, and the Gospel is revealed in Special Revelation

a. The Conscience condemns but only the gospel can save

ii. If God exists (as General Revelation testifies), has God spoken?

1. Indeed, He is there and He is not Silent! 

SESSION FOUR: THE AUTHORITY OF THE BIBLE: THE SELF-AUTHORIZING SCRIPTURE

I. The Concept of Authority

a. Definition

i. “Authority itself means that right or power to command action or compliance, or to determine belief or custom, expecting obedience from those under authority, and in turn giving responsible account for the claim to right or power.”

ii. If something is properly authoritative, it is sufficient in its ability within its proper realm to:
1. Give truths
a. For example, in the human realm an authority on Shakespeare presenting a seminar on Shakespeare
2. Demand Compliance
a. For instance, a Court decision on the defendant
3. Capacity to enforce rules
b. Everyone believes in some kind of ultimate authority or another

i. Everyone have a standard of authority as the basis of why they believe something, or the basis in which they rule something as false, dictate how they ought to live, etc.

1. Examples of statement that reveals what authority is accepted in one’s belief

a. “I don’t believe it because it’s against what my priest believes.”

i. In this case, the priest is the authority 

b. “That’s unconstitutional!”

i. In this case, the Constitution is the authority

c. “The evolutionary biologist says it is true.”

i. In this case, the evolutionary biologist is the authority 

2. The issue is not whether one has an ultimate authority, but WHAT is their ultimate authority.

a. Feelings? Popular opinion? For the Christian, the Bible ought to be one’s Ultimate Authority.

ii. Objection: “I don’t have any ultimate authority.  I do whatever I want.”

1. Then the authority in this objector’s life is his autonomous self.

a. If man is the measuring stick of truth, values and ethics, this leads us to the problem of subjectivisim.

II. If the Bible is the Ultimate Authority, then it must be Self-Authorizing

a. An Ultimate Authority is the final authority

i. Everything else is judge by this ultimate standard

1. If everything is govern by this authoritative standard, all things must cohere with this standard including the standard itself

a. If the ultimate authority does not cohere with the ultimate authority itself, then it is irrational since it is internally incoherent

b. Objection: “You can’t prove the Bible as the Ultimate Authority from the Bible itself because it is circular!”

i. But if one proves that the Bible is the Ultimate Authority by appealing to another source of authority, then the Bible ceases to be the ultimate authority since the thing that is appealed to is now the final authority

1. The problem with this objection applies to any ultimate authority besides the Bible because the criteria in the objection is a self-defeating one and is therefore irrational

ii. Ultimate Authority is circular by nature

1.  In order to avoid the self-refuting dilemma mentioned above, Ultimate Authority must be in some sense circular

2. Coherence is a hallmark of rationality; yet coherence in some sense means ‘circularity’

a. “‘Circularity’ in one’s philosophical sysem is just another name for ‘consistency’ in outlook throughout one’s system.  That is, one’s starting point and final conclusion cohere with each other.”
 
3. Since no other authority could authorize the Ultimate Authority, only the Ultimate Authority can authorize itself

a. Thus, the Bible as the Ultimate Authority must be self-authorizing

III. The Self-attestation of the authority of the Bible

a. Since the Bible
 is the ultimate authority, the Bible reveals its authority when
:

i. It declares that His Word is eternal

1.  “Your word, O LORD, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens.” (Psalm 119:89)

a. The ramification of the Eternal Bible means that is not only authoritative in a certain time and culture, but eternally

ii. It declares that all His words are true

1. “All your words are true; all your righteous laws are eternal” (Psalm 119:160)

iii. It declares that it has the rights to demands eternal compliance to its laws

1. “All your words are true; all your righteous laws are eternal” (Psalm 119:160)

iv. It declares that what is written within it must be believed

1. “Abraham repolied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them’ (Luke 16:29)

a. From the context of the parable of the rich man and Lazarus, this verse gives us the insight that one ought to listen to the content of Scriptural truths to save one from Hell 

v. It declares that the Scripture is more authoritative and powerful than any authority of man’s supernatural experiences

1. “He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’” (Luke 16:31)

a. Notice that Scripture ought to and does has the power more convincing than someone rising from the dead.

SESSION  FIVE: DOCTRINE OF INERRANCY AND RAMIFICATION FOR HERMENUTICS

I. Relationship between the doctrine of Inerrancy and Biblical Authority

a. The Bible being authoritative in giving truth

i. Providing truth is an aspect of the doctrine of Biblical authority

ii. If the Bible is going to be fully authoritative, it must be without error.
iii. Therefore, the doctrine of Biblical Authority presupposes the doctrine of Biblical Inerrancy.

II. Since the Bible by its own authority gives us truth, studying the Bible will give us truth.
a. For the Christian, hermeneutics of the Bible is a part of the Christian Epistemology

i. Definitions

1. Epistemology- How do you know what you know?

2. Hermeneutics- How do you interpret a writing

ii. Everyone consciously or not have a certain epistemology

1. Stated another way, everybody has a method of knowing things

2. For example:

NONCHRISTIAN PERSON A
NONCHRISTIAN PERSON B
CHRISTIAN 

Five senses


Five senses



Bible

Science



Tradition



Five senses

Logic/Reason


Popular Opinion


Logic/Reason











Science

3. The Christian have the Bible as part of his way of knowing, and it is the ultimate authoritative way he knows things.

a. Since there is no error in the Bible, a proper hermeneutic will discover truths.
III. Doctrine Of Inerrancy is the standard in testing good or bad Hermeneutical systems

a. Since the Bible can not be erroneous, one who properly interprets the Bible will not be led to a conclusion where the Bible is in error
i. Remember what Jesus said about God’s Word: “Your Word is Truth” (John 17:17b)

1. God’s Word can only be truth, not error.

b. If an interpretation of Scripture leads to the conclusion that Scripture is in error, then it is an bad interpretation.
c. All interpretation must stand under the test of affirming the doctrine of Inerrancy.

SESSION SIX: THE DOCTRINE OF BIBLICAL CLARITY

I. Definition
a. Clarity of the Bible-“the Bible is written in such a way that its teachings are able to be understood by all who will read it seeking God’s help and being willing to follow it.”
 

II. Arguments for Biblical Clarity

a. Scripture is clear enough to be even taught to children
i. “These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts.  Impress them on your children.  Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.” (Deut. 6:6)
1. Notice that the Word of God is something that can be taught to those who are young.
b. Scripture is clear enough even for the simple
i. “The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, making wise the simple.” (Psalm 19:7b)
1. If the Scripture is going to make the simple wise, the simple must at least understand it.

c. Though portions of Scripture are hard to understand, it is clear enough not to be distorted

i. Concerning Paul’s epistles, Peter writes: “His letters contain some things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction.” (2Peter 3:16b)

1. Notice that Peter admit Paul’s epistles can be hard to understand
2. Also note that despite being hard to understand, it is not something that ought to be twisted.

a. Only the ignorant and the unstable twist the Scriptures.

d. The All-powerful God can teach you His decrees
i. “Make your face shine upon your servant and teach me your decree.” (Psalm 119:135)

1. Notice that you can pray (ask God) that God will teach you the Word of God

a. Do you pray to God for understanding of the Word of God?

2. God is able to teach you His decree

III. Accounting for those who do not understand the Scripture
a. Objection: Then why do some do not understand despite Scripture being clear?

b. The issue of sin and suppression of truth

i. Man suppresses the truth

1. See Romans 1:18-19

a. Though things are plain and self-evident, yet sinners suppresses the truth

b. The problem is not the clarity of the Scripture but the reception by the receiver (sinful man)

ii. Nonbeliever’s sins leave them unregenerate
1. “He who belongs to God hears what God says.  The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God.” (John 8:47)

iii. The effect of the Fall even on Christians

1. Because sin taints everything (creation, mind, etc), the general effect of the Fall will effect Christians still in their reasoning and understanding.
a. This should lead Christians to be humble

i. Everyone could be wrong at one time or another.

ii. One should rely on the grace of God through meditation and prayer in studying the Bible, rather than one’s intellect per se.
iii. Christians ought to confess and repent from sins continually, so as sin would not hinder their understanding of Scripture.

IV. Analogy: Running the Red Light
a. The traffic light is clear in its signal and is working properly, but accidents occur because of driver’s error

i. This does not negate the clarity of the traffic light

ii. Anyone who disobey the traffic light is culpable for their errors, no matter what the excuse is.

SESSION SEVEN: HOW SHOULD WE STUDY THEOLOGY?
(PRACTICAL AND PERSONAL CONSIDERATIONS)
I. We should be Saved in Christ if we want to understand

a. Only those who have the Spirit (saved in Christ) can understand spiritual truths

i. “The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.” (1Corinthians 2:14)

b. Application: Do you trust that by God’s grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone as your way to God and Heaven?

II. We should put a high value in the study of Theological truths

a. “Buy the truth and do not sell it’ get wisdom, discipline and understanding.” (Proverbs 23:23)

b. “Wisdom is supreme; therefore get wisdom.  Though it cost all you have, get understanding.” (Proverbs 4:7)

c. What is the value of the doctrine of Incarnation, Christ deity and humanity, etc? 

i. Put another way, is there value in knowing Christ? Of course!

ii. According to Paul: “What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things.  I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ.” (Philippians 3:8)

1. Knowing Christ Jesus is greater than everything else

d. Application: Between you and God, what is the cost (monetary, time or otherwise) you are willing to give up or go through in acquiring theological resources in strengthening your knowledge of Christ?

III. We should be in prayer

a. We should pray for wisdom

i. “If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault. And it will be given to him.” (James 1:5)

b. We should pray to God that we and others may know God better

i. The Apostle Paul: “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.” (Ephesians 1: 17)

c. We should pray to God that we are enlighten with great theological truths

i. Paul: “I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe.” (Ephesians 1:18-19a)

1. Note that Paul prayed the Ephesians would be enlightened about the following theological truths:

a. God’s calling

i. In which we have hope!

b. The believer’s inheritance

i. Which is described as rich and glorious!

c. God’s great power

i. For those who believe!

NOTE: All theological truths ought to change our attitude, views or behaviors!

d. Application: Do you pray in your theological studies for wisdom, God’s enlightenment and to know God better through it?

IV. We should study the foundation of the faith and also the more deeper truths

a. “Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death, and of faith in God, instruction about baptisms, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.  And God permitting, we will do so.” (Hebrew 6:1-3)

i. The foundational truths are important, yet there are other teachings needed in order to go on to maturity

b. Application: Do you desire to be grounded in the foundation and also teachable to deeper theological truths?

V. We should study with humility

a. From the above, with more theological truths and deeper knowledge comes the risk of the sin of pride; yet we ought to be humble.

b. Humility and wisdom ought to be related

i. “Who is wise and understanding among you?  Let him show it by his good life, by deed done in the humility that comes from wisdom.” (James 3:13)

1. Notice from this verse that:

a. If one is wise they ought to be humble

b. Yet humility comes from true wisdom

c. To have wisdom requires humility

i. “When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom.”(Proverbs 11:3)
d. Pride can only lead to destruction

i. “Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for ‘God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble’.” (1Peter 5:5)

e. Application: Is there the pride of sin that you need to repent about?  Will you bend your ego under the submission of Christ?

VI. We should study with the available teachers God provides

a. God has given the church teachers

i. “And in the church God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers…” (1 Corinthians 12:28)

b. Utilize God’s gift of teachers!

i. “We should allow those with gifts of teaching to help us understand Scripture.  This means that we should make use of systematic theologies and other books that have been written by some of the teachers that God has given to the church over the course of its history.”

c. Application: Have you considered using the resources God has provided through commentaries, preachers, theologians, lexicons, study notes, etc?

VII. We should study so that we can glorify God

a. Everything we do should glorify God

i. “So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.” (1Corinthians 10:31)

1. Everything means Systematic Theology also!

b. Yet, how do we glorify God with Systematic theology?

i. Giving thanks to God!

1. “And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.” (Colossians 3:17)

a. Have you thank God for Him revealing, teaching and allowing you to believe in the truths you received?

b. Do you thank God for granting you by His mercy, understanding?

ii. Speaking about it as if it was the very word of God!

1. “If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God.  If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ.  To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.” (1Peter 4:11)

a. Notice how the first sentence stated that when we speak as if our words were God, God may be praised through it.

b. Our speech about systematic theology must therefore:

i. Be truthful, because God’s Word is truth (see John 17:17) 

ii. Be clear, because God’s Word is clear.

iii. Be logical, because God’s Word is logical.

iii. If we are to serve others by teaching or discussing systematic theology, we must all of our strengths that God provides into it!

1. “If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God.  If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ.  To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.” (1Peter 4:11)

a. Notice the second sentence above stated that serving with the strength of God would allow Him to be praised.

b. Therefore, to praise God in serving God with systematic theology one must:

i. Pour out all his energy into learning about systematic theology

ii. Put a lot of effort in preparation of the presentation of systematic theology

iii. Give all of God’s strength in the presentation of systematic theology 

iv. Praise God!

1. Our songs = our systematic theology

a. Many places Scripture tells us to sing (James 5:13, Colossians 3:16, etc)

b. Yet, what is the content of our music?

i. It ought to be dictated by the Word of Christ (which effects our theology!)

1. “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.” (Colossians 3:16)

c. Worship music is a way to apply what we know in systematically theology

i. People might ask what does systematic theology have to do with their worship

1. Yet, for a teenage unschooled girl in Palestine centuries before Grudem or Berkhof, what does systematic theology has to do with her worship?

a. See  Luke 1:46-55

i. Notice the theological richness of Mary’s worship.

c. Application: Will you give your thanks, joy, praise, honor, reverence, with all your strength and your speech, to glorify God and enjoy Him through Systematic Theology?

SESSION EIGHT: THE IMPORTANCE OF WORDS & GRAMMAR
I. The importance of Words 

a. Words are the basic unit in language
i. Words carry meaning within the words themselves

ii. Words influence meaning in relations to other words in a meaningful sentence.
1. Examples: Adjectives, prepositions, words used in comparison and contrast, words that tip off readers that there is an idiomatic phrase, etc 

b. Scripture is called the Word of God
i. “May those who fear you rejoice when they see me, for I have put my hope in your word.” (Psalm 119:74)
1. The Psalmist puts his hope in God’s Word

a. Notice that Scripture is called God’s Word rather than God’s sentences or God’s Paragraph
c. Since even the letters in Scripture are important to God, how much more are the words and sentences of Scripture
i. “I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, ill by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.” (Matthew 5:18)
1. This is Jesus message in the Beatitudes

a. Jesus teaches the importance of letters in Scripture, how much more the combination of letters into word units

II. The importance of Grammar

a. Grammar governs the meaningful relationship between words

i. Grammar must be followed if we are to properly communicate and comprehend communicated information properly.

b. Jesus makes grammatical observations
i. “But in the account of the bush, even Moses showed that the dead rise, for he calls the Lord ‘the God of Abraham, and the God of Issac, and the God of Jacob.’  He is not the God of the dead, but of the living, for to him all are alive.” (Luke 20:37-38)
1. Jesus noted that in Exodus 3:6, God is not the God of the dead but the living

a. He observed how God called himself the God of individuals who have already died

b. If we look at Exodus 3:6, we find that God says “I AM the God of Abraham, etc”

i. God did not say “I was”, but “I am”!

c. Yet, he also observed that the tense of this verse
ii. “David himself declares in the Book of Psalms: ‘The Lord said to m Lord: ‘Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.’’ David calls him ‘Lord.’  How then can he be his son?” (Luke 20:42-44)
1. After being challenged by the Jewish religious leaders, Jesus challenged them with Psalm 110:1 and hints from the text to suggests that the Son of David will be divine

a. Notice he observed the relationship between words

i. He noted David as the author

ii. He noted the word “Lord” is used to describe the Son of David

c. Apostle Paul makes grammatical observations
i. “The promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed.  The Scripture does not say ‘and to seeds,’ meaning many people, but ‘and to your seed,’ meaning one person, who is Christ.” (Galatians 3:16)
1. Notice that Paul note whether seed was plural or singular. 
III. Linguistic Theory undermining importance of language
a. Objection: Various linguistic theories and philosophies of language have undermined the meaningfulness and intelligibility of language

b. Response
i. The above have already demonstrated the importance of Words and Grammar within the Bible

1. While a linguistic theory or philosophy of language were not presented above, the Word of God at the minimum has shown that communication is possible.
a. Because of this, the Christian must not fear such an attack on the faith employing linguistically fashioned skepticism.

i. Analogy: Just because someone does not understand the mechanics of a car starting does not mean he is irrational in believing that under normal circumstances putting the key into the ignition would start the car.

ii. Meaningful language is possible within the Christian worldview
1. The triune God can communicate with one another

a. See Genesis 1:26, 3:22 

2. God can communicate with humans
a. See Genesis 3:9-10 

3. Humans can communicate with God

a. Genesis 3:12-13

4. Humans can communicate with other humans

a. Genesis 3:8
iii. Spiritual words can express spiritual thoughts

1. “This is what we speak not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words.” (1Coritnahsin 2:13)

a. Therefore religious or spiritual expression can be meaningful and intelligible

iv. Self-refutation of bad linguistic theories and philosophies of languages

1. If language and communication can not be intelligible or meaningful, why do the proponents of these ideas choose to express their ideas in written words and in audio lectures?

a. The more they try to communicate their ideas and defend it, the more they communicate and are ironically understood.

IV. CONCLUSION: The Historical-Grammatical Hermeneutic is the Biblical Hermeneutics

a. The importance of Words in Scripture require a historical aspect in Hermeneutics

i. Language and word develops and change as time passes

ii. Yet, Scripture was written at a set point of time

1. To properly interpret Scripture requires the proper historical understanding of the word usage of that time period

b. As demonstrated in this outline, examples from Scripture itself shows the importance of grammar in interpreting Scripture
c. Therefore, in summary: Scripture must be read with careful attention to the historical meaning of the original words, and obeying proper grammar in the sentences of Scripture.

SESSION NINE: CONTEXT PART I- IMMEDIATE CONTEXT

I. This outline will focus on the general principles of interpreting a sentence in Scripture within itself and also in light of other surrounding sentences. 
II. Opening principle: Every word is in Scripture for a reason
a. Not only is every word important, but even the details of the letters are important

i. “I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, ill by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.” (Matthew 5:18)

III. The Application of the Historical-Grammatical Hermeneutic

a. To properly interpret the Bible one must be faithful to Scripture historically and grammatically.
IV. Principle One: Know the meaning of every word in the text
a. This must be the case whether one does a light devotion or a heavy exegetical study.

i. If you are doing devotion, you might just want to make sure you know what every word means.

ii. Or if you are doing a heavy study, you might define in your own words every single word of the passage, consult references such as theological dictionaries, original language lexicons, etc.
V. Principle Two: Identity any relationship that a word has to other words
a. Are there any words that share some sort of grammatical relationship?

i. If so, which words?

ii. What are their relationships?

b. Common types of this are adverbs and adjectives.

VI. Principle Three: Identify the purpose of each word in the sentence. 

a. Identify the following types of words (not an exhaustive list):
i. Nouns

1. What kind of nouns?

2. Plural or Singular?

ii. Pronouns

iii. Verbs

1. What tense is it?

2. Active or Passive?

iv. Adverbs

v. Prepositions

vi. Participles

vii. Conjunctives
VII. Principle Four: Identify the main words in the Sentence
a. These main words are the ‘skeleton’ of the sentence so to speak.

b. If you know how and when it is possible, diagram the sentence

c. Every sentence has a subject, main verb.

i. Can you identify them?

d. Some sentence might have conjunctions (and, but), direct object, indirect object.

i. Can you identify them?

VIII. Principle Five: Apply Principles One through Four with the surrounding verses as well

IX. Principle Six: Determine the relationship with the verse with other verses in its context
a. Questions to ask

i. Is the verse qualifying the previous verse?

ii. Is the verse providing more details for the previous verse?

iii. Is the verse the beginning of a new topic for the following verses?

iv. Is the verse part of the argument that was developing in the previous verses?

v. Is the verse the beginning of an argument that continues for the following verses?

vi. Is the verses the conclusion of an argument in previous verses?

b. Look for words or phrases that might connect the verse with the verses around it.

i. The purpose of this is to find how the verse relates to the other verses.

1. Words include examples such as: And, if, but, since, therefore, in conclusion, because, hence, etc

a. These words show us how the verses relate to other words.

b. By understanding this, we gain more truths and insight into the meaning of a particular verse.

c. Logic serves as the governing ‘grammatical’ rule in how verses relate to one another

i. The relationship between a particular verse with its surrounding verses can be described as logical.

ii. All throughout Scripture, the Bible observes logical laws such as the law of non-contradiction and marshal valid arguments in the structure of Modus Tollens, etc.

iii. It is important that a Christian be logical to properly see how the verses relate to one another.

X. Reminder: It is not all going to be easy, but you will be blessed

a. All the above is not easy and can be quite a task

i. But the fruit of it, God will bless you with understanding and insight!

b. If its too difficult, pray and keep on practicing

i. Ask God for help, for wisdom in studying

ii. Keep on practicing by His grace, knowing that His Word is clear and the Spirit enables.

SESSION TEN: CONTEXT PART II: CHAPTERS AND BOOK CONTEXT

I. Why should Christians know the details about the chapters and the entire Book of the verse we are studying?

a. The importance of having the bigger picture

i. Rather than grasping individual and isolated trees of facts, we need to have the ‘forest’ of Biblical truths.

b. The verses in which an individual study, along with its immediate contexts, are part of a larger whole.

i. There is a reason why the verse was written, and it was written from the reason that arises out of the need addressed in the context of the chapter and the book in the Bible.

1. Why was the verse written? The relationship between the verse and its chapters and book context can give us more insight and understanding.

c. Earlier in Session nine it outlined how each verse shares a relationship with other verses.  In the same fashion, but at a larger scale, the other verses or paragraphs in the Book or Chapters are related somehow to the verse and its immediate context.

II. Principles One through Six in Session Nine ought to be applied for the verses in the entire chapter or Book
a. This is no easy task and takes time, but the fruit of this would be greatly rewarded if it can be done.

b. This is why its important to study Scripture in an exegetical and verse-by-verse fashion.

III. Further principle: Knowing historical details of the Book
a. Sometimes it is important to also have more historical background for the particular book of the Bible.

i. This can be gleamed from the pages of the Book itself.

ii. This may also require outside sources and references such as commentaries, Encyclopedias, Bible Handbooks, etc.

b. This additional historical background information can correct faulty interpretation or aid in properly interpreting a passage of Scripture.

SESSION ELEVEN: CONTEXT PART III: THE ENTIRETY OF SCRIPTURE
I. Why should Christians be able to reference the entire Book as context in interpreting passages?

a. The importance of having the bigger picture

i. Rather than grasping individual and isolated trees of facts, we need to have the ‘forest’ of Biblical truths.

b. The verses in which an individual study, along with its immediate contexts, are part of a larger whole.

i. The argument given in Session Ten could apply here as well.

c. Progressive Revelation requires the entirety of Scripture as the context in interpreting specific passages

i. See Hebrew 1:1-2

d. Hermeneutic Principle: Knowing the context of what the entirety of Scripture teaches can correct faulty interpretation or aid in properly interpreting a passage of Scripture.

II. The relationship between Hermeneutics & Systematic Theology
a. Systematic Theology is the orderly presentation of doctrines as taught throughout the entirety of Scripture
b. Good hermeneutics require the context of the entirety of Scripture and its teachings

c. Therefore, good hermeneutics require good systematic theology

III. Knowing the context of the entirety of Scripture requires that one understand the Genres of the books of the Bible

a. There are different Genres in the Bible

i. Historical Narrative (Example: Genesis, Joshua, Judges, Acts, etc)

ii. Laws (Leviticus, Numbers)

iii. Poetic (Psalms, Songs of Solomon, etc)

iv. Wisdom (Proverbs, Job)

v. Prophetic (Hosea, Joel, Amos, etc)

vi. Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John)

vii. Epistles (Romans, 1Corinthians, etc)

viii. Apocalyptic (Daniel, Revelation) 

b. Knowing the Genre aid us in interpreting the Bible
i. Examples

1. “But I am a worm and not a man, scorned and despised by the people.” (Psalm 22:6)

a. Is David really a worm? Of course not!

i. Psalm is a poetic book and we must remember the genre of this book in interpreting it.

2. Objection: I don’t believe in the Genesis account of Creation, it was figurative language

a. Genesis is a historical narrative and  historical narrative presents historical facts and events

3. Question: Will the Anti-Christ rise literally out of the sea and have ten horns and seven heads as described in Revelation 13:1?

a. This is an apocalyptic literature, and must be understood as not always being literal.

IV. Do not forget that in interpreting Scripture according to the context of the entirety of Scripture, this is building upon the foundation of the six general principles as presented in Session Nine.
SESSION TWELVE: THE AID OF NATURAL REVELATION AS TOOLS IN HERMENEUTICS

I. Natural Revelation
a. Besides special revelation (Scripture), there are other ways God revealed himself. For example:

i. Nature

ii. History

iii. Biblical Languages

iv. Archaeology

b. These things in their own ways, affirm the truthfulness of Christianity when it is properly used.

i. This should not be a surprise, as God created them for His glory.

II. The Limit of natural revelation as hermeneutical tools
a. The Bible, and not natural revelation is the ultimate authority

i. Natural revelation by its nature needs to be interpreted.

ii. Experiences with natural revelation need Special Revelation to properly interpret it, not vice versa.

1. This can be something Scripture explicitly states.

2. Or it can be the broad principles and Biblical categories applied to one’s worldview lens.

b. Thus, if natural revelation seemingly contradict Scripture, Scripture could not be rejected

i. Again, Scripture is one’s ultimate authority.
ii. Sometimes the information of natural revelation is incomplete

1. In contrast to the complete totality of Scripture

III. The usefulness of Natural revelation as Hermeneutical Tools
a. Natural revelation could provide deeper insight into the Text of Scripture

i. Each areas of natural revelation has a unique aspect and value in hermeneutics

b. Biblical Languages

i. Knowing the Biblical languages allows one to be closer to the Original text.

ii. There are times when aspects of passages that are translated get lost in translation

iii. It help clarify the grammar of the original language

1. This is important because it is a tool for the grammatical aspect in the Historical-Grammatical Hermeneutic.

c. History

i. History can provide social and cultural details and make sense of the practices of Biblical times.

ii. It can fill in more information where the Scripture did not have as much details.

iii. It is especially useful in studies of the meaning of the original words of Scripture during Biblical times.

1. This is important because it is a tool for the historical aspect in the Historical-Grammatical Hermeneutic.

d. Archaeology
i. This helps provide readers of the Scriptures with more historical details

ii. It can also assist in areas such as geographical and topological understanding of the context of Biblical events.

IV. Final Warning
a. Be cautious that nothing ever takes the place of Biblical Authority

b. Scripture (in its context) should be the ultimate appeal when one wants to accept or reject an interpretation, not things from General revelation.

SESSION THIRTEEN: HERMENEUTICS AND APOLOGETICS

I. Hermeneutics in Apologetics

a. Apologetics is the art and science of defending the Christian faith.

i. This involves a positive case for Christianity (1Peter 3:15)

ii. This also involves a negative case in refuting falsehood (2Corinthians 10:5)

b. Relationship of false teaching to bad hermeneutics
i. Speaking about Paul’s Epistles, Peter wrote “His letters contain some things hard to understand which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction.” (2Peter 3:16b)
1. Notice there is sin involved 

2. Notice that there is distorting of Scripture involved also

c. In order to refute false theology, good interpretation of the Bible is needed
i. Thus the right way to interpreting a passage must be defended on sound hermeneutical principles.

d. Christians must demolish bad hermeneutical systems
i. “We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ” (2Corinthians 10:5)

1. Bad hermeneutical arguments ought to be demolished

ii. It can be demolished in various ways

1. Internal critique
a. Is this hermeneutic system inconsistent?

b. Are there informal logical fallacies or does it violate any other laws of logic internally?

2. Take it to its undesired logical conclusion

a. If we use the method of the bad system, would it lead to any conclusion by its very own method that its adherents would not desire?

3. Contrast that with good hermeneutic

a. Present the Biblical case for the Historical Grammatical Hermeneutic and what the Bible really says about the false teaching at hand.

II. Apologetics in Hermeneutic
a. The very nature of studying proper hermeneutics presupposes the existence of bad interpretations and false teachings.

i. Yet, there is a biblical mandate to refute error.

1. This is even one of the requirements of an Elder: “He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it.” (Titus 1:9)

b. Presenting the argument for a good interpretation of a passage, is in its essence engaging in apologetics
i. You are marshalling forth a positive case for the correct biblical interpretation of Scripture.
SESSION FOURTEEN: APPLICATION IN ACTION: OLD COVENANT LAWS
INTRODUCTION: This is to illustrate the application of Hermeneutics utilizing the principles taught earlier and notably, the principles from Session Eleven on the interpreting verses in light of the context of the totality of all of Scripture.

During late 2001 in the UCLA’s school newspaper, “Daily Bruin”, Russell Bourne wrote a response to a Nov. 30th, 2001 article, “Submission misinterprets Christianity”, by Connie Choe. In his response, Russell Bourne attacks Christianity view of homosexuality by referring to Old Testament passages that he tries to demonstrate as sinful if Christians do not obey them today. We will examine here the scriptures he cited.

Scripture 1 regarding Leviticus 1:9
	Scripture: “He is to wash the inner parts and the legs with water, and the priest is to burn all of it on the altar. It is a burnt offering, an offering made by fire, an aroma pleasing to the LORD.” (Leviticus 1:9)

	Question: Is bull sacrificing encouraged for today?

	Answer: The context of this verse was God addressing to the Israelites as evident in Leviticus 1:2 when God tells Moses, “speak to the Israelites and say to them…” It is not for Christians today. Rather, sacrifices of bull “is an illustration for the present time, indicating that the gifts and sacrifices being offered were not able to clear the conscience of the worshipper.” (Hebrews 9:9). Sacrifices of bulls and the Law were only shadows of the reality (cf. Hebrews 10:1) but the reality is found in Christ (cf. Colossians 2:17). The bull sacrifices actually points towards Christ sacrifices for sins that is once and for all (See Hebrews 10:10) “and where these have been forgiven, there is no longer any sacrifice for sin.” (Hebrews 10:18) Thus, the ritual of bull sacrifices is over for today. Back to Outline


Scripture 2 regarding Exodus 21:7
	Scripture: “If a man sells his daughter as a servant, she is not to go free as menservants do.” (Exodus 21:7)

	Question: Does the Bible encourage men to sell daughters into slavery?

	Answer: Exodus 21:7 begins with “if”, and this suggest a theoretical case of what happens when a man sells his daughter, not an actual encouragement for men to sell their daughters. Back to Outline 


Scripture 3 regarding Leviticus 25:44
	Scripture: “Your male and female slaves are to come from the nations around you; from them you may buy slaves.” (Leviticus 25:44) 

	Question: Does the Bible encourage possessing slaves from neighboring countries today? 

	Answer: This verse was God addressing to the Israelites (cf. Leviticus 25:1-2) in a time of the theocracy of Israel (cf. Leviticus 25:38). For today, in the time of God’s grace to all nations, the Bible in Philemon 1:16 gives an example stating, “no longer as a slave, but better than a slave, as a dear brother…” Back to Outline  


Scripture 4 regarding Leviticus 11:10
	Scripture: “But all creatures in the seas or streams that do not have fins and scales—whether among all the swarming things or among all the other living creatures in the water—you are to detest.” (Leviticus 11:10)

	Question: Would eating a shellfish be a sin?

	Answer: No, not for today. “They are only a matter of food and drink and various ceremonial washings—external regulations applying until the time of the new order.” (Hebrews 9:10) Leviticus 11:10 only applied to the Israelite and serves as an example of how God set aside the Jews to be different and distinct and be His Holy people (see Leviticus 20:26). As Christians in the New order or New Covenant, we find this command from Scriptures: “So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.” (1Corinthians 10:31) Back to Outline 


Scripture 5 regarding Leviticus 11:6-8
	Scripture: “The rabbit, though it chews the cud, does not have a split hoof; it is unclean for you. And the pig, though it has a split hoof completely divided, does not chew the cud; it is unclean for you. You may not eat their meat or touch their carcasses; they are unclean for you.” (Leviticus 11:6-8)

	Question: Is touching the skin of a dead pig a sin?

	Answer: “These are the regulations concerning animals, birds, every living thing that moves in the water and every creature that moves about on the ground,” (Leviticus 11:46) which the Lord gave to the Israelites (See Leviticus 11:1-2) to set them apart as His nation (cf. Leviticus 20:20). Touching a dead pig’s skin is not a sin today because of Jesus own sacrifice for the forgiveness of sin, “having canceled the written code, with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross.” (Colossians 2:14) Back to Outline 


Scripture 6 regarding Leviticus 21:20
	Scripture: “Or who is hunchbacked or dwarfed, or who has any eye defect, or who has festering or running sores or damaged testicles.” (Leviticus 21:20) 

	Question: Is approaching the altar of God with an eye defect such as bad eyesight in need of glasses a sin? 

	Answer: Context of this verse has God addressing the priests (see Leviticus 21:1) of Israel in the time of the theocracy of Israel (cf. Leviticus 25:38). Having an eye defect and approaching an altar is not a sin today because the priests whom this law applied to, no longer exists today! The high priest is now Jesus Christ who is up in Heaven (cf. Hebrews 4:14). Thus, “for when there is a change of the priesthood, there must also be a change of the law.” (Hebrews 7:12) The regulation in Leviticus 21:20 is thus, no longer in effect. Back to Outline 


Scripture 7 regarding Leviticus 15:19-24
	Scripture: “When a woman has her regular flow of blood, the impurity of her monthly period will last seven days, and anyone who touches her will be unclean till evening. Anything she lies on during her period will be unclean, and anything she sits on will be unclean. Whoever touches her bed must wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will be unclean till evening. Whoever touches anything she sits on must wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will be unclean till evening. Whether it is the bed or anything she was sitting on, when anyone touches it, he will be unclean till evening. If a man lies with her and her monthly flow touches him, he will be unclean for seven days; any bed he lies on will be unclean.” (Leviticus 15:19-24) 

	Question: Is it a sin to come into contact with a woman during her period? 

	Answer: This was a command for the Israelites (see Leviticus 15:1) that were a part of the Old Covenant. Due to man’s fault with the Old Covenant God had in place a New Covenant (see Hebrews 8:8) through His Son, Jesus Christ. Contact with a woman in her period is not a sin for us today since “by calling this covenant ‘new’, he has made the first one obsolete; and what is obsolete and aging will soon disappear.” (Hebrews 8:13) Back to Outline 


Scripture 8 regarding Leviticus 15:19-24 8 regarding Leviticus 19:27
	Scripture: “Do not cut the hair at the sides of your head or clip off the edges of your beard.” (Leviticus 19:27) 

	Question: Is it a sin to get your hair trim? 

	Answer: This was a command to Israel (Leviticus 19:1-2) and only applied to the time before Christ. The Law, with similar regulations such as the one discussed here have been set aside. (Cf. Hebrews 7:18) Thus, we find in scriptures, “now that faith has come, we are no longer under the supervision of the law.” (Galatians 3:25) Back to Outline 


Scripture 9 regarding Exodus 35:2
	Scripture: “For six days, work is to be done, but the seventh day shall be your holy day, a Sabbath of rest to the Lord. Whoever does any work on it must be put to death.” (Exodus 35:2) 

	Question: Is working on the Sabbath a sin? 

	Answer: This was Moses commanding the Israelites (see Exodus 35:1) and also a part of the Levitical law (cf. Leviticus 23:1-3). The Sabbath must first be understood from what Jesus Christ the Lord of the Sabbath himself (cf. Mark 2:28) says about it in Mark 2:27= “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.” We must approach the Sabbath with this understanding. The Sabbath, being a Levitical Law, was not reaffirmed in the New Testament as being under the New Covenant. Thus through Christ, “by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations” (Ephesians 1:15a), Christians are not bound to the Sabbath anymore, just as a Christians are no longer bound to the Old Covenant law but to be under Grace instead. Back to Outline 


SESSION FIFTEEN: APPLICATION IN ACTION: ONCE A PERSON IS SAVED, IS HE ALWAYS SAVED?
INTRODUCTION: This is to illustrate the application of Hermeneutics utilizing the principles taught earlier and notably, the principles from Session Eleven on the interpreting verses in light of the context of the totality of all of Scripture.

   
One of the things that we realized that need to be straightened out in this special question and answer topical section is the definition of being “saved”.  The definition of being “saved” could actually become stretched and refer to a lot of other things in which one can be saved from.  For example one could say that they were saved from a freeway accident, a sinking ship, etc.  Hence, to clarify our use of the word “saved” and salvation, we will stick to the definition given below:

Saved or Salvation - The rescue of a person from the eternal separation from God that brings torment and punishment.
   How are we saved?  According to the Word of God, we are saved by grace alone apart from works (cf. Ephesians 2:8-9) through faith alone apart from the law (cf. Romans 3:28) and in Christ alone (cf. Acts 4:12). Since we all are sinners and unable to work our way out of damnation, God loved us so much to have Jesus take our place on the cross.

   The questions now furnished in this special Bible insight concern the issue of whether man once saved, will always be saved.  The scriptures and the questions provided below are real flavoring of the Jehovah’s Witnesses from their booklet, “Reasoning from the Scriptures”.  It’s been my humble pleasure to search through God’s Word in order to give them the biblical answers that yes, once one is saved (truly saved, meaning one has really come to God for their salvation as given above), the person is always saved.

(NOTE: All Italics below are the author’s)

Question 1 regarding Jude 5
	Scripture: “Though you already know this, I want to remind you that the Lord delivered his people out of Egypt, but later destroyed those who did not believe." (Jude 5)

	Question: Didn't God save his people once yet didn’t save them later?  Does this not go against the once saved, always saved position you hold?

	Answer: To begin with, there's two definition of 'saved' being confused here.  The problem here is a categorical one.  To illustrate, let the definition of saved, in terms of being rescued from eternal punishments, be labeled as saved1A.  The other definition of saved, in which we define as rescue from threatening situations, such as out of Egypt as in the situation of this verse, will be labeled as saved2B.  To be saved1A requires belief or believing, as John 3:16 states, "For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believe in him shall not perish but have everlasting life."(Italics mine)  Saved2B, or being saved from other threatening situation, doesn’t necessarily mean that you were saved1A, since you didn’t necessarily believe in God and the Bible.  If we look at the world around us, we see atheists surviving car crash and being saved2B.  You can also say that being saved2B is a miraculous sign.  Yet, such people aren’t saved1A, since Jesus is not their Lord and Savior.  God, in his mercy, might allow someone to be delivered from certain situations that could be defined as saved2B.  The case of those in unbelief being given mercy, or saved2B, but not being saved1A is exactly the case described in Jude 5.  God saved2B his people, the Jews, out of Egypt.  But among them, there were those who weren’t saved1A in the first place, since they didn’t believe.  Thus, it’s not surprising to see that the Lord said this in Numbers 14:11-“How long will these people treat me with contempt?  How long will they refuse to believe in me, in spite of all the miraculous signs I have performed among them?” (Italics mine)  So, taking all this into account, Jude 5 doesn’t go contrary against the position of once saved always saved.  Rather, if we were to take the WatchTower’s position seriously, which is contrary to the once saved, always-saved position, there’s an issue we have to face. If someone was once saved1A and later not saved1A, isn’t that person not saved1A at all? How can we call someone that is not saved1A, saved1A when they are not saved1A?! Yet, that is the logical conclusion of the WatchTower’s belief. 


Question 2 regarding Matt. 24:13
	Scripture: “But he who stand firm to the end will be saved.” (Matt. 24:13)

	Question: Is our salvation determined at the end, or is it determined when we first put our faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior?

	Answer: We know that our salvation is determined at the point when we put our faith in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior since God’s Word declares, “In him, when you believed, you were marked with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory.” (Ephesians 1:13b-14).  Indeed, looking at the verse above, we can see that those who stand firm to the end will be saved.  But here’s another question: How does one stand firm in the first place?  Looking at the latter half of 2Corinthians 1:24, we see that the Apostle Paul stating, “It is by faith you stand firm.”  Thus, those who are saved will be those who have faith to the end.  This doesn’t conflict with Biblical position of once saved, always saved position.  Rather we would expect to see someone saved persevere with faith to the very end.  Faith, or belief, therefore, is very critical to one’s salvation.  When we place our faith in Christ, our salvation is determined then and there.   We know this since “In him, when you believed, you were marked with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory.” (Ephesians 1:13b-14; italics are the author)  Notice that the sealing, the deposit and the guaranteeing (all these terms show that an individual salvation is dependent on God’s promising work, which is why man is once saved will always be saved) occurred when you believed and not at the end in the death of your life. If God himself promises one’s salvation, would that not favor the once saved always saved position?


Question 3 regarding Phil. 2:12
	Scripture: “Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed-- not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling.” (Philippians 2:12)

	Question: If once saved always saved is true, why do we work out our salvation with fear and trembling?

	Answer: Reading the verse immediately following, “For it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.”(Philippians 2:13) Any good works a believer does comes from God who works within a believer as we can see above in Philippians 2:13. This concept of God working within man brings the individual to an awe that can at times be even fearful and trembling.  In fact, it is the fear of God that God uses to work within a believer to never turn away from God. As God states himself in the latter half of Jeremiah 32:40, “I will inspire them to fear me, so that they will never turn away from me.”  If it is God who works within you for your salvation, how can you ever lose it?  The Bible says that we are saved by God’s grace and not by our works: “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God.” (Ephesians 2:8 with the italics from the author) Salvation, to hammer the point home again, is “not by works, so that no one can boast.” (Ephesians 2:9) So what does Philippians 2:12 mean by working out our salvation? We have the human responsibility of standing firm in the faith and endure.  But even this is God’s work and grace as have been demonstrated above with Philippians 2:13, Jeremiah 32:40, Ephesians 2:8-9. Looking at 2 Corinthians 1:21-22 it says concerning God and one’s faith firm in Christ. “Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ.  He anointed us, set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.”  Such promising work of God promises us that once saved, always saved.


Question 4 regarding Heb. 6:4-6
	Scripture: “It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit, who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the coming age, if they fall away, to be brought back to repentance, because to their loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace.” (Hebrews 6:4-6)

	Question: Does this verse show that Christians can lose their salvation?

	Answer: Notice that this Bible verse describes “if they fall away”.  Whereas in theory one COULD lose their salvation, in reality Christians WILL NOT lose their salvation.  God gave his Son to save the world so that they “shall not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16)  Eternal life does not end after a brief time period but goes on FOREVER.  We must also realize that “you may know that you have eternal life.” (1 John 5:13b)  If Christians can know that they have eternal life, does this not assure them of once saved, always saved?  Jesus himself said, “And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all that he has given me, but raise them up at the last day.” (John 6:39)  Since Jesus can not lose any He has saved, those who call themselves “Christians” but fell away must come to realized that they were not Christians to begin with.  “They went out from us, but they did not really belong to us.  For if they had belonged to us, they would have remained with us, but their going showed that none of them belonged to us.” (1 John 2:19)


Conclusion
    God’s rich mercy for sinner man has truly been a blessing to those whom come to Him in repentance and trusting Jesus for the sacrifices of their sin.  His wonderful love extends beyond man’s limited scope of comprehension even to the point that Christians, once saved will always be saved.  If you are not saved and have not turn to Jesus Christ to rescue you from being damned, do so now before it is too late.  Once you accepted Jesus Christ free gift of salvation, walk with Him in your life and worship Him in awe to have Christians “once saved, always saved.”
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